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Free Anti-Virus Software Options

Anti-Virus Software Introduction
It is fair to say that when working online you need to be sure that what you are doing is fully
secure. If you download from the web daily or at all you must ensure you are safe and do not
inadvertently place a harmful virus on your system.
Although there are many different kinds of anti-virus software available to download from very
reputable sites, you still need to take care in doing so. As an online marketer I would advise
against getting a free service from the internet. Security is paramount to your success and
should be a high priority. Having said that there are a few free options to consider if you can’t
afford the alternatives.

AVG Free
Anti-Virus Free 2013 from AVG is one of the best free antivirus
software tools available and is my personal favourite.
AVG Anti-Virus Free is a full-fledged antivirus and antispyware tool,
includes an email scanner, link scanner, scheduled scanning options,
automatic updates, and more. There is no need to pay for an antivirus
program when one this good is just a download away.
AVG Anti-Virus Free 2013 works on Windows 8, Windows 7, Windows Vista,
and Windows XP.
The huge number of premium features, frequency of updating, and
install-it-and-forget-it aspect of AVG's Anti-Virus Free 2013 really do make it one of the best of
the best free antivirus programs available today.
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Avast
AVAST Free Antivirus 8 most certainly deserves to be on any list of the
best free antivirus programs. It has fully functioning antivirus and
antispyware engines protecting your PC from threats from the Internet,
your files, emails, and even instant messages. Fully supports Windows 8,
Windows 7, Windows Vista, and Windows XP. One big reason I included
Avast Free Antivirus 8 as a best free antivirus program is because of its
"heuristics engine" which can detect previously unknown viruses and other
malware. I also like the fact that AVAST has been making this antivirus
product since 1988 and is often cited as the most installed antivirus
product.
LINK TO RESOURCE
Tools & Resources Guide
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Avira
Avira Free AntiVirus 2013 protects you from viruses, Trojans, worms, spyware,
adware, and various other kinds of malware, making it a fully functional
antimalware tool and certainly one of the best free antivirus programs.
Avira Free AntiVirus 2013 works on Windows 7, Windows Vista, and Windows
XP. Avira also makes Avira Free for Linux. The scope of malware that Avira
Free AntiVirus 2013 can keep you safe from is alone enough to make it one of the best free
antivirus software programs but the heuristics and ease of use add to its value too. The only
things I didn't like about Avira Free AntiVirus 2013 was the configuration you have to complete
after installation which might be intimidating if you're a computer novice.
LINK TO RESOURCE
Rating

Bitdefender
Bitdefender Antivirus Free Edition is on par with any of the arguably better-known
free antivirus programs in my list. Bitdefender Antivirus Free Edition is incredibly
easy to setup and configure, uses very little system resources (it won't slow down
your computer), and doesn't constantly suggest that you upgrade to their premium
offerings. Antivirus Free Edition by Bitdefender fully supports Windows 8, Windows
7, Windows Vista, and Windows XP. The sheer simplicity of Bitdefender Antivirus
Free Edition, both during installation and use, make it, in my opinion, one of the
better of the best free antivirus programs.
LINK TO RESOURCE
Rating

Comodo Anti-Virus 6
Comodo Antivirus 6 from Comodo Security Solutions is another excellent
program, easily one of the best free antivirus options out there. Comodo
Antivirus 6 protects you from several threat sources, just as most of the other
free antivirus programs on this list do.
Comodo Antivirus 6 works on Windows 7 and Windows Vista.
Comodo Antivirus 6 ranks as a best free antivirus solution almost solely because of its Defense+
technology that, by default, assumes unknown files are threats instead of safe. That sounds like
it might cause problems but Comodo Antivirus utilizes some other technologies to make the
whole process silent but still very effective.
LINK TO RESOURCE
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Immunet Anti-Virus 3
Immunet FREE Antivirus 3 is a unique, cloud-based antivirus program, much
like Panda Cloud Antivirus and Kingsoft Antivirus. Immunet FREE Antivirus 3
protects your computer from bots, worms, viruses, Trojans, keyloggers, and
spyware.
Immunet FREE Antivirus 3 works on Windows 7, Windows Vista and Windows
XP. You must also be connected to the Internet at all times.
I think FREE Antivirus 3 from Immunet is one of the best free antivirus programs for several
reasons: you never have to update it, it has completely free telephone based support, and it can
be run alongside some of the other best free antivirus tools in this list, increasing your overall
protection.
LINK TO RESOURCE
Rating

Microsoft Security Essentials
Security Essentials from Microsoft is definitely one of the best free antivirus
programs available right now. Microsoft is relatively new to the antivirus game
but don't let that scare you - Security Essentials is a fantastic antivirus
program that protects you from all sorts of malware, updates automatically,
and is incredibly easy to use.
Microsoft Security Essentials (MSE) supports Windows 7, Windows Vista, and Windows XP. The
anti-malware protection in MSE is part of the built-in Windows Defender tool in Windows 8.
Two of the biggest reasons I added Microsoft Security Essentials to this list of the best free
antivirus software is because it's available directly from Microsoft and also because it's very easy
to see if your computer is secure from threats: if the icon next to your clock is green, you're
good; if it's red, something is wrong.
LINK TO RESOURCE
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Panda Cloud Anti-Virus 2
Panda Cloud Antivirus Free 2 protects you from several kinds of malware
threats - viruses, worms, Trojans, adware, and more - just like all the other
free antivirus programs in this list. What makes Panda Cloud Antivirus Free 2
one of the best free antivirus programs is that it does its job from "the cloud"
meaning the hard antivirus work that typically slows down a computer is done
on computers elsewhere on the Internet, freeing up your computer to work like it should and
protecting you from malware even better. Panda Cloud Antivirus Free 2 supports Windows 8,
Windows 7, Windows Vista, and Windows XP.
Tip: Panda Cloud Antivirus Free tries to install a toolbar and change your browser's home page
and default search provider during the installation process. Uncheck those boxes before
continuing if you don't want them. None of those changes are required to use Panda Cloud
Antivirus.
LINK TO RESOURCE
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PC Tools Anti-Virus 9
PC Tools AntiVirus Free 9 offers basic protection against viruses and other
malware. While not my favourite, AntiVirus Free is still one of the best free
antivirus programs you'll find. PC Tools AntiVirus Free 9 works on Windows 7,
Windows Vista, and Windows XP. The biggest problem I have with PC Tools
AntiVirus Free is the reminders throughout the program that there's a not-sofree version that you should upgrade to. (Most of the features available in the upgrade are
included for free in some of the other best free antivirus programs in this list.) I also thought
the initial installation and integrated download process took a while.
Tip: Choose the Custom Install option if you'd like to disable the automatic installation of
Google Chrome alongside PC Tools AntiVirus.
LINK TO RESOURCE
Rating

UnThreat Edition 6
UnThreat AntiVirus Free Edition 6 offers standard malware protection,
including threats via email. I found nothing too impressive about this program.
UnThreat AntiVirus Free Edition 6 works in Windows 8, Windows 7, Windows
Vista, and Windows XP. For the most part, I found the installation and use of
UnThreat AntiVirus Free Edition 6 on a par with most of the other best free
antivirus programs I've profiled here.
My favourite thing? UnThreat didn't try to install extra software or toolbars during installation,
nor were any of my browser settings changed. While that should be commonplace, it's not, and
it was appreciated.
LINK TO RESOURCE
Rating

Zone Alarm
ZoneAlarm Free Antivirus + Firewall 2013 is just that - a combination free
antivirus and firewall tool.
Check Point Software, the makers of ZoneAlarm Free Antivirus + Firewall
2013, has been in the firewall business for a long time. They make good
software and this program is no exception. While I didn't notice anything
spectacular about the antivirus portion of this program, having an antivirus and firewall tightly
integrated has its benefits. ZoneAlarm Free Antivirus + Firewall 2013 supports Windows 8,
Windows 7, Windows Vista, and Windows XP.
Tip: Be sure to choose the Custom Install and then click the Skip all offers link to avoid
installing the toolbar and changing your browser settings.
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Rising Anti-Virus
Rising Antivirus Free Edition is the free antivirus offering from China's largest
antivirus maker, Rising Software.
Rising Antivirus Free Edition works with Windows 7, Windows Vista, and
Windows XP.
While I doubt that Rising Antivirus Free Edition would top anyone's list of the
most attractive antivirus software interfaces, it does appear to be updated frequently and it
was easy to use.
LINK TO RESOURCE
Rating

Kaspersky
Free 30 day trial. Protects against all viruses and internet threats,
detects new emerging and unknown threats. Identifies suspicious
websites. Protects your privacy and your digital identity. Delivers
greater security for things such as internet shopping and banking. In
our opinion well worth the upgrade.
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